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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) Ml is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-4,6-10 and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Inai (6,055,565). 

Regarding claim 1 , Inai discloses a universal optical disc player (columns 10- 
12), comprising: 

a disc drive with associated drive controller (Fig. 3) ; 

a processor coupled to said drive controller (column 11, lines 1-26) ; 

signal processing circuitry coupled to said processor and having an output port 
for coupling to a media presentation device; 

a memory coupled to said processor having a data structure defined therein; 
said data structure comprising an operating system having an associated virtual 
machine that provides an environment to host an auto-run playback program obtained 
from an optical disc placed in said disc drive (column 1 1 lines 20-26) ; 
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said operating system and said auto-run playback program collectively provide control 
instructions to said processor to cause said processor to access media content from 
said optical disc and supply said media content to said signal processing circuitry for 
output to said media presentation device. 

Regarding claim 2, Inai teaches the disc player of claim 1 wherein said media 
content includes embedded information used by said auto-run playback program 
column 11, lines 25-40. 

Regarding claim 3, Inai teaches . The disc player of claim 1 wherein said media 
content includes embedded active agent program and said auto-run playback program 
interacts with said active agent program (column 11, lines 40-60). 

Regarding claim 4, Inai teaches said data structure further comprises media 
support data used by said virtual machine in the event an autorun program is not 
obtained from said optical disc (column 11, lines 55-68). 

Regarding claim 6, Inai discloses a method of distributing media 'content 
(column 11), comprising: 

placing an auto-run playback program on a machine-readable vehicle that also 

embodies said media content (column 11, lines 25-35; 

supplying said machine-readable vehicle to a playback system; 

loading said auto-run playback program into said playback system in response to said 

supplying step; and 
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using said loaded auto-run playback program to access and supply said media content 
through a media presentation device coupled to said playback system (column 1 1 , lines 
25-65). 

Regarding claims 7-9, Inai teaches the method of claim 6 wherein said machine- 
readable vehicle is an optical disc, a memory and carrier . 

Regarding claim 10, Inai teaches the method of claim 6 further comprising 
embedding an active agent program in said machine-readable vehicle and causing said 
auto-run playback program and said active agent program to interact in said process of 
accessing and supplying said media content through said media presentation device 
(column 11, lines 35-50, column 12, lines 10-20)). 

Regarding claim 12 , Inai discloses the method of claim 6 wherein said step of 
using said loaded autorun playback program comprises providing a virtual machine 
within an operating system of a media player and executing said auto-run playback 
program from within said virtual machine (column 1 1 .lines 1 5-45). 

Regarding claim 13, Inai discloses the method of claim 6 wherein said playback 
system is a disc player and said supplying step is performed by placing a disc 
containing said auto-run playback program in said disc player (column 11, lines 20-35). 

Regarding claim 14, Inai discloses the method of claim 6 further comprising 
supplying legacy media playback program and using said legacy media playback 
program in the event said auto-run playback program is not present on said media 
(column 11, line 35-68) 
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3. Claims 1-4, 6-10 and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Brusky et al (5,954,805). 

Regarding claim 1, Brusky discloses a universal optical disc player(Figs. 1-3) , 
comprising: 

a disc drive (22) with associated drive controller (Fig. 1 ) ; 

a processor (14) coupled to said drive controller (column 5, lines 25-40) ; 

signal processing circuitry (42,36) coupled to said processor and having an 
output port for coupling to a media presentation device (Fig. 1 , column 4, lines 20-40); 

a memory coupled to said processor having a data structure defined therein; 
said data structure comprising an operating system having an associated virtual 
machine that provides an environment to host an auto-run playback program obtained 
from an optical disc placed in said disc drive (column 2 , lines 5-20) ; 
said operating system and said auto-run playback program collectively provide control 
instructions to said processor to cause said processor to access media content from 
said optical disc and supply said media content to said signal processing circuitry for 
output to said media presentation device (column 5). 

Regarding claim 2, Brusky teaches the disc player of claim 1 wherein said 
media content includes embedded information used by said auto-run playback program 
(column 5, lines 10- 40, Figs. 2-3). 
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Regarding claim 3, Brusky teaches said media content includes embedded active 
agent program and said auto-run playback program interacts with said active agent 
program (column 1, lines 60-65, column 5 lines 10-40). 

Regarding claim 4, Brusky teaches the disc player of claim 1 wherein said data 
structure further comprises media support data used by said virtual machine in the 
event an autorun program is not obtained from said optical disc (column 3, lines 5-16). 

Regarding claim 6, Brusky discloses a method of distributing media content 
(Figs. 1-3) , comprising: 

placing an auto-run playback program on a machine-readable vehicle that also 

embodies said media content (column 2, lines 1-6,Fig. 2-3) 

supplying said machine-readable vehicle to a playback system; 

loading said auto-run playback program into said playback system in response to said 

supplying step; and 

using said loaded auto-run playback program to access and supply said media content 
through a media presentation device coupled to said playback system (column 4, 
column 5, lines 10-40, column 6, lines 10-20). 

Regarding claims 7-9, Brusky teaches the method of claim 6 wherein said 
machine-readable vehicle is an optical disc (CD) , a memory or a carrier . 

Regarding claim 10, Brusky teaches the method of claim 6 further comprising 
embedding an active agent program in said machine-readable vehicle and causing said 
auto-run playback program and said active agent program to interact in said process of 
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accessing and supplying said media content through said media presentation device 
(column 1, lines 60-65, column 5, lines 10-40). 

Regarding claim 12 , Brusky discloses the method of claim 6 wherein said step 
of using said loaded autorun playback program comprises providing a virtual machine 
within an operating system of a media player and executing said auto-run playback 
program from within said virtual machine (column 2, lines 35-55).. 

Regarding claim 13, Brusky discloses the method of claim 6 wherein said 
playback system is a disc player and said supplying step is performed by placing a disc 
containing said auto-run playback program in said disc player (column 5, lines 10-30). 

Regarding claim 14, Brusky discloses the method of claim 6 further comprising 
supplying legacy media playback program and using said legacy media playback 
program in the event said auto-run playback program is not present on said media 
(column 3, lines 5-15). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 5 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Inai (6,055,565) in view of Nakamura (6,347,846) . 
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Inai fails to teaches that the media content includes embedded active agent 
program and said auto-run playback program interacts with said active agent program 
to effect copy protection as recited in claims 5 and 1 1 . 

Nakamura teaches a disc player having means for reading the embedded 
agent program ( copy protection management program) from a media for effecting a 
copy protection (column 1 , lines 40-50, column 8, lines 55-68, column 1 1 , lines 55-68). 

It would have been obvious t one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Inai with 
Nakamura by providing the embedded active agent program on the media of Inai 
and predetermined information as means for interact the autorun program and 
embedded active agent program thereby enhancing the capacity of the Inai apparatus 
for effectively accessing the content of the media for presentation. 

6. Claims 5 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Brusky etal (5,954,805) in view of Nakamura(6,347,846) . 

Brusky fails to teaches that the media content includes embedded active 
agent program and said auto-run playback program interacts with said active agent 
program to effect copy protection as recited in claims 5 and 1 1 . 

Nakamura teaches a disc player having means for reading the embedded 
agent program ( copy protection management program) from a media for effecting a 
copy protection (column 1 , lines 40-50, column 8, lines 55-68, column 1 1 , lines 55-68). 

It would have been obvious t one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Brusky with 
Nakamura by providing the embedded active agent program on the media of Inai 
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and predetermined information as means for interact the autorun program and 
embedded active agent program to enhance the capacity of the Inai apparatus for 
effectively accessing the content of the media for presentation . 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUY T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7378. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM -6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on (571) 272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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